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All trainees are encouraged to present seminars of their research proposals, progress reports, and/or
completed studies. Students also have the option of giving a seminar on a journal article relevant to their
research area. Participation from all reproductive labs would be excellent.
With your cooperation we’ll have a great seminar series.

BASIC REQUIREMENTS
A) Attendance
Students registered for the seminar for credit are required to attend all seminars unless prior
permission is granted for an excused absence. Excused absences are sometimes given for illness,
family emergencies, travel to a scientific meeting for presentation of a paper, or research
experiments that require absolute attention and cannot be delayed.
Students are permitted only one absence without an excuse.
B) Seminar Presentations / Seminar Summaries
Students that have registered for credit must sign up for a seminar presentation during the
semester or write a one-page summary (no more than 250 words) for three seminars of choice, to
be turned in at the end of the semester. A seminar presentation may be 20-25 minutes or 40-45
minutes, with an additional 5-10 minutes for questions and answers.
C) Introduction of a Speaker
Students will be randomly assigned a speaker to introduce, and moderate for, at one point during
the semester. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the speaker prior to the seminar to get
relevant introductory information (i.e. CV, background). An updated syllabus will be emailed out
with presenter information and introduction assignments.
D) Participation
Students are encouraged to participate in the seminar by providing constructive criticism to
fellow trainees and by asking questions at the end of each presentation. Students are expected to
complete a short evaluation form for each seminar. This will also serve as a way to take
attendance. Bringing a pen and paper to class for questions is recommended.
GRADING
A) Students registered for 0.0 credit hours will be graded either S or U. To receive an “S” grade, a
student must attend all of the seminars.
B) Students that have registered for 1 credit will either:
a. Give a seminar presentation. Grades will be based on quality of the presentation (slides,
content, hypothesis formulated, conclusions, ability to answer questions), as well as
overall attendance.
b. Write three summaries of 250 words or less. Grades will be based on the quality of the
summaries. Each summary should be on one page, double spaced, no more than 250
words. One summary should span the entire seminar period. If two presentations are
given on the same day, the summary should cover both presentations. Summaries are due
on December 13, 2019, no later than 5:00PM. Turn them in to either Dr. Qiao or Dr.
Wang by email or in person.
C) Students that have registered for 2 credits will give a seminar AND complete 3 summaries.
Alternatively, a 2 credit student can complete 6 summaries.
D) Students will be assigned to moderate a seminar. On the day assigned, the trainee will introduce
the speaker(s) and will direct the following question/answer session(s).
a. At the beginning of the introduction, begin by introducing yourself (no more than a few
sentences). I.e. “Good afternoon, my name is ____, and I a (MS/PhD/Graduate) student
working under the direction of Dr. ____ in the department of ______. It is my pleasure to
introduce …”

b. It is important to know about the speaker prior to the introduction. Please contact the
speaker should you need his or her CV and any other relevant information that speaker
would like to share.
c. When the presentation is finished, the moderator thanks the speaker and then stands and
directs the question and answer portion. The moderator acknowledges people who are
asking questions, with attention given to questions from students first, then faculty. It is
also the moderator’s job to watch the time, so that the presentation starts (and ends during
days of two presentations) on time. This also provides good experience for moderating
sessions at future scientific meetings.
IDEAS FOR INTRODUCING THE SPEAKER AND MODERATING
● Ask the speaker to send you introduction information. Double space it and print it in a
large, easily readable font.
● Maintain the audience’s attention while being friendly and courteous.
● Know more about the speaker than you present.
● Speak loudly and clearly.
● Acknowledge the speaker when it is their turn to present, but do not be flippant.
● Make it short and quick: no more than one minute for students or two minutes for a
celebrity.
Example Introductions:
“My name is Gregor Mendel and I am a PhD student in Dr. Barbara McClintock’s Lab. Our
speaker today is Dr. Indiana Jones. Dr. Jones has been a postdoctoral fellow in Dr. Shapiro’s Laboratory
since 1865. He received his PhD in Biochemistry from Cornell in 1855 and his BS in Zoology in 1851.
He has recently published an excellent review article on life in eternal graduate school, which we all
should consider pursuing. The title of his seminar today is “The Discovery of Estrogen in Women.”
“Hello. I am Rip Van Winkle and I am a graduate student in Dr. Bahr’s lab. We are pleased to
have with us Dr. Frederick vom Saal, Professor of Zoology at the University of Missouri. Dr. vom Saal
received his BS degree from Oxford in 1980 and his PhD from John’s Hopkins in 1988. His research has
recently been featured in the Chicago Tribune and he has had a major impact in the field of environmental
toxicology for the past several years. His discoveries on the low dosage effects of the endocrine
Bisphenol A have changed views worldwide. The title of his presentation today is “Toxicity is
Everywhere.”
Question/Answer Period:
1. Ask for questions from students first
2. Do not let one person dominate
3. Be polite
4. Prepare at least two questions for the speaker during his/her presentation
5. Watch the time and move along unless the topic is hot

